OLG e-News August 8, 2009



The State of Ohio’s Beaches

Recently we were pleased to report that Kelley’s Island Beach was the 9th best beach in the United States. We unhappily reported last week that NE Ohio beaches are rated the second worst healthy beaches in the nation. 

The Natural Resources Defense Council is a not for profit activist organization that has been measuring and reporting on beach water quality in the U.S. for 19 years. They released a 453 page study for 2008 data based on reported beach closings and advisories, as well as their own monitoring equipment. 

We suggest you read the following extremely brief synopsis excerpts from the report and take notice to local public beach closings and advisories as you prepare to swim off your beach.

During 2008 there were 20,341 days of beach closings among the beaches monitored in the United States. Seven percent of all the beaches tested and reported failed health standards. Polluted beaches are a cause of illness for 10% of Great Lakes beachgoers. The major reason for pollution in Lake Erie is bacteria (fecal matter). This is caused by the polluted combination of sewerage and storm water runoff and from sewage spills and overflows directly (not during a storm event). Boat discharge and animals account for about 11% of pollution.

The analysis for Ohio was 11 pages reporting on our 53 public beaches, which accounts for 7.3 miles along Lake Erie’s shoreline. Ohio is called a “home rule” state where the State can only recommend that signs be posted when the beach water quality is below standard. 

Lakeshore Park in Ashtabula topped Ohio’s list of the worst beaches tested, exceeding the standard 53% of the time. Also included in the top the top 50 in the U. S. were: Euclid State Park at 47%, Villa Angela at 45%, Bay View West in Erie County at 41%, and Cleveland’s Edgewater Beach at 34%. Among Lake Erie’s 53 beaches that were reported to fail the standard more than 25% of the time, ten beaches were listed. Overall Ohio ranked 29 out of the 30 states where tests were run for Beach water quality. Only Louisiana was worst, at last. 

The Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District is making changes to its combined sewer system in order to reduce combined sewer overflows. The Cleveland Department of Public Health develops educational materials for the beach going public and participates in various outreach activities held along the Lake Erie shore. In 2009, Erie County is planning on using a rapid analytical method to monitor the water quality at the beaches that fall under its jurisdiction.

Monitoring for harmful algal blooms is not currently conducted in Ohio. A plan to combine harmful algal bloom and beach water quality information online using the current beach water quality system is under consideration.
You can get the full report at:

 http://www.nrdc.org/water/oceans/ttw/ttw2009.pdf. 
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